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Fort Constitution Scrip 
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By: Kevin Lafond 


n„ r ; n „ th* rivil War. a merchant, or sutler, was appointed by the Secretary of War to be 


Fort Constitution was established on the island of New Castle in 1 808 at the site of old Fort 
William and Mary. Its primary purpose, along with Fort McClary on the opposite shore in Kittery 
Point, Maine, was to protect Portsmouth Harbor, especially the naval shipyard, from enemy warships. 
The fort also provided a staging area for troops. 

Dover, New Hampshire native George Leavitt Folsom (1843- 1915) provided services as the 
post sutler to troops stationed at Fort Constitution during the Civil War. Over the course of the war, 
according to a knowledgeable contemporary, Folsom’s activities at the fort netted him around 
$5,000. Considering that the average navy yard worker only received $1.75 per day, it appears that 
Folsom profited handsomely from the war. 

Similar to other New Hampshire merchants of the time, Folsom would have to confront the 
small change shortage caused by the war. The solution he chose, like many other shopkeepers, was 
to issue scrip notes. In late 1 862, Folsom issued a ten cent note followed by two and three cent notes 
in 1863 and 1864. Three of the four known varieties are shown here. The ten cent note is printed 
in black ink on white paper. The two and three cent notes are printed in black ink on blue paper. All 
of the notes are unique. 
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SCHOLARSHIP IS ANNOUNCED N.H.N.A. ANNUAL MEETING 

FOR ANA SUMMER SESSION APRIL 18, IN NASHUA 

The New Hampshire Numismatic Association 
will a^Aaibe guest of Jim Guinesso in Aprijl at 
his regular Third Sunday Show an April 18 at 


The Arthur and Prue Fitts Numismatic 
Scholarship for the ANA Summer Session 
is again offered to an adult collector 
residing in New England, The scholarship 
includes tuition, room and board, and class 
materials. The student must pay trans- 
portation to and from Colorado Springs. 

The winner will be determined by a random 
drawing from all qualified applicants. 

More details are given in the announcement 
on next page. Contact Robert Rritsch, at 
Box 3008, Nashua, N. H. 03061-3003 for an 
application form and other information. 

March 1 is deadline do don't delay. 

** * * *** ** 

1999 DUES ARE DUE 

Your Nonagon label indicate^whether 
you dues are paid up to date. 99 on your 
label means that you owe $4. dues for 1999. 
98nor lower means that you owe more than 
one year. 00 or higher means your dues are 
paid.. LM (life member) means you never 
have to pay dues again. For Life membership 
send $50. $$25 if 65 \or older) to Sam Allen 
Box 1655, Dover, N.H. 03820 or send him 
any dues you owe. 

ADVERTISING 

Advertising is acceptSt for the 
Nonagon at the following rates* 

Full page ad $20.00 

Half Page ad $12.00 

Cue-fourth page $7.00 
Same ad may be included in three 
consecutive issues. Sept., Jan., 
and April for two and one-half 
times the single rate. Copy for the 
ada (camera ready) may be submitted 
to Wayne S. rich, Eox 391, Concord, 

N. H. 03302 by Jan. 1, Apr. 1, or 
Sept. 1 with check for payment to 
NHNA (New Hampshire Numismatic Assn.). 

Our thanks to those favoring us 
with ads. Please mention Nonagon when 
responding to ads. Thanks. Those who 
support New h^pshire Numismatic Assn, 
with their ads deserve your business. 


Holiday Inn, Exit 4, Nashua. 

The 35th Anniversary sgow in Concord last 
April was successful but too few people are 
available to do it often. Perhaps the 40th 
anniversary will be time for another. 

***.*«*«*« 

TRI-STATE COLLECTORS' EXHIBITION 
TO BE IN CONCORD ON OCTOBER 16 

The 44th Annmal Tri-State Collectors' 
exhibition will be held at Bektash Temple, 
189 Pembroke Rd., Concord, Oct 16. Many fine 
trophies are offered for exhibits of coins, 
paper money, tokens etc. a3 well as stamps 
and miscellaneous collectibles. Plan now 
to have an exhibit and win a trophy. 

The bourse has about 30 dealers in a 
well lighted hall with plenty of free parking. 
Mark the date on your calendar now. Maps are 
available if needed. Bourse chairman is 
Kenneth Fancher, 67 Stark St,, Apt. 6, 
Manchester, N. H. 03101 Brochure with exhibit 
ol&sses, score card, and other information 
is available from Wayne Rich, 11 South St., 
Concord, N. H. 03301 


NUMISMATIC CALENDAR 

Jan. 29-31 Rochester, N. H. Lilac 
Mall Collectibles Show, 9 AM to 9 PM. on 
Friday and Saturday, noon to 5 Sunday. 

Brunswick Area Coin and Stamp Show, 
Knights of Columbus Hall, Columbus Drive. 

9 AM to 3*30 P.M 0 Brunswicjj, Maine o 

Third Sunday Shows, Feb. 21, Mar, 21, 
and Apr. 18, May 16, etc. Holiday Inn, 

Exit 4, Nashua 

Octo 16, Tri-State Collectors '.-Exhibi- 
tion, Bektash Temple, 189 Pembroke Road, 
Concord, N. H. 
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ARTHUR AND PRUE FITTS NUMISMATIC SCHOLARSHIP 


Arthur and Prue Fitts have established a full scholarship for an a dult collector from New England to the ANA 
Summer Seminar in July 1999. The scholarship includes tuition, class materials, room, and board. The student 
must pay for transportation costs to and from Colorado Springs, the location of the seminar. 

It is the desire of the Committee to award this scholarship to a collector who will benefit from it, one who has 
shown a commitment to numismatics in New England. It is also our desire that all applicants have an equal 
opportunity to win the award. It is with these goals in mind that we establish the catena for awarding the 
scholarship as follows: 

1 The winner of the scholarship will be determined by a random drawing of all eligible applicants. The 

drawing will be held at the 9 March 1999, meeting of the Boston Numismatic Society. The winner must 
accept the scholarship within seven days of notification. If for some reason that person cannot attend the 
Seminar, a second (and subsequent) name will be drawn and have the same response time. The 
scholarship will be awarded to the first person to firmly commit to attendance. Transportation to and 
from Colorado Springs is the responsibility of the winner. 

2. The period of eligibility shall be between 1 January 1998 and 1 March 1999. An applicant may become 
eligible for this award in any one of three ways: 

a. Publish a numismatic article in a local, regional, or national numismatic periodical. Enclose a 
copy of the article as published. If a submitted article has not been published by the deadline, a 
statement of Intent to Publish from the periodical is sufficient to meet eligibility. The editors of 
NENA News are willing to publish any and all articles submitted, and shall give the necessary 
certifications. 

-or- . . 

b. Enter a competitive numismatic exhibit in a local, regional, or national numismatic competition. 

Judges’ scoring sheets or a statement from the sponsor of the competition are sufficient proof of 
exhibit. The annual NENA Conference and Convention is an excellent venue for exhibits, and 
certification shall be automatic. 

-or- 

c. Make a numismatic presentation to a local, regional, or national numismatic group. Talks to 
local clubs present excellent opportunities to establish eligibility, which must be certified by club 
officers. 

3. This competition is open to all collectors of coins, medals, tokens, other exonumia, and paper money who 
live in New England. Proof of eligibility is the responsibility of the applicant. Material submitted for 
previous competitions will not be accepted. Previous winners of this scholarship are not eligible. 

4. To enter, fill out the entry form, obtain the applicable proof(s) of eligibility, and send it to: 

SCHOLARSHIP 
P.O. Box 3003 
Nashua, NH 03061-3003 

Each entry will be acknowledged by mail within ten days of receipt. If you do not get this 
acknowledgment, please write to the above address. Only one entry per person shall be accepted. 
Eligibility will be checked, as will New England residency. 

5 Upon completion of travel, the recipient must submit a written report about the Seminar to the Committee. 

6 All incidental expenses, including taxes, resulting from this award will be the responsibility of the winner. 

Robert F. Fritsch, chmn 
Arthur M. Fitts III 
Prue Fitts 
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Please describe and price 

Warren S. Henderson 

621 Ramblin Rose lane 
Nokomis , Florida 34275 


ADVERTISING 


I i 


MEMBER OF 

NEW HAMPSHIRE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 



FUEL TIME COIN DEALER SINCE 1941 


RILLA WHITENECK 
HAROLD WHITENECK 


PROFESSIONAL APPRAISALS FOR 
BANKS-ESTATES 


CONCORD COINS 

COURT COIN COMPANY 
FULL TIME COIN DEALER SINCE 1941 
OLD COINS BOUGHT AND SOLD 


A. N.A.C.N.A. 

B. N.S. M.N.A. N.E.N.A. 


5 SOUTH STATE STREET 
CONCORD. NH 03301 
(603) 224-9337 



JEFF KIERSTEAD 

RARE COINS 


Celebrating 20 years of service to collectors. 

Wanted to buy: Collections, accumulations, estates and rarities. 

Expert Appraisals 


Collectors: Call to receive our monthly catalog. 

Member - ANA, FUN, CSNA, NHNA, NENA; PCGS & NGC Authorized dealer. 


P.O. Box 425, New Boston, NH 03070 603-487-2802 800-882-2646 
e-mail jkrccoin@gsinet.net 
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The Saint-Gaudens 
Double Eagle Club 


Saint-Gaudens $20 gold double eagles are among the most admired of United 
States coin designs. In 1905, Americas most acclaimed sculptor, Augustus Saint-Gaudens, 
created motif; for the $10 and $20, which were released by autumn 1907. 

We invite you to build a collection of affordable dates and mintmarks (priced at less 
than $ 1 ,000 each). This includes 32 DIFFERENT VARIETIES which are listed in 
the box at left (tentative listing based upon todays market valuations). Each coin is 
a beautiful, lustrous Mint State example certified by PCGS. What a gorgeous, impres- 
sive collection this will make! 

It’s as easy as 1-2-3! — Here is all you do: 

1) Decide how much you’d like to spend a month on your collection. For just $500 (the minimum we recommend), we can complete your 
collection with pieces ranging in grade from MS-60 to MS-63. 

2) Choose the collecting program best suited to you needs: 

Program #1 - Build a collection of the 32 different varieties listed in the box above. 

Program #2 - Build a short set of just 10 different dates and mintmarks. 

3) Call Gail Watson, with your credit card in hand, send us a fax with your credit card information, or mail us a note or letter with 
your personal check. We’ll take it from there. 

Month by month, your golden collection will grow before yout eyes! There is no obligation to continue, and you can end your 
participation at any time, simply by letting us know and paying any balance due. Each coin comes with a 30-day money-back guarantee 
of satisfaction. And each coin comes to you with a special 4% members discount. 

Take your pick to get started! 

Pick out one, two, or more from the following Listing of introductory specials to give you a running start on 
your set. Then, every month we will automatically send you another coin that you need. These can be charged 
to your credit card, or sent for inspection (upon credit approval), or you can pay with your personal check. 

Introductory Price to Club Members - $575 
Each date listed is a sparkling Mint State example of this popular issue. 

• 1908 No Motto MS-63 (PCGS) 

• 1922 MS-63 (PCGS) 

• 1923 MS-63 (PCGS) 

• 1924 MS-63 (PCGS) 

Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 

Box 1224 • Wolfeboro, NH 03894 • 800-222-3993 • FAX: 603-569-5319 • www.bowersandmerena.com 



Saint-Gaudens Double Eagles 
Priced at less than $1,000 in Mint State! 1 

1907 Arabic numerals 

1910-D 

1914 

1922-S I 

1908 No Motto 

1910-S 

1914-D 

1923 || 

1908-D No Motto 

1911 

1914-S 

1923-D | 

1908 With Motto 

191 1-D 

1915 

1924 || 

1908-D With Motto 

1911-S 

1915-S 

1925 || 

1909 

1912 

1916-S 

1926 11 

1909-S 

1913 

1920 

1927 |J 

1910 

191 3-D 

1922 

1928 j 
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Bob’s Coins 

“Wide Selection at Fair Prices— Since 1973” . 


BUYING & SELLING 

• Rare Coins 

• Currency 

• Pre-1980 Sports Cards 

• Bullion Advised 

• Jewelry 

We Buy Used Gold 


V378 


669-7775 

Kelley St., Manchester 



Robert A. Lavoie, Numismatist 
Over 35 Years Experience, 
Member ANA 





*Bruce ^Breton 

is BUYING 


CHOICE & RARE TJ.S. COINS 

NEW HAMPSHIRE'S FINEST COIN & JEWELRY SHOP 



I am buying premium quality PCGS or NGC coins especially 
MS65 & higher (Sight seen only) Also buying defe<^t free 
original circulated coins (value over $10. ea.) especially 
key dates and rarities. Can handle any size transaction. 

I specialize in coins so I can pay more than anyone. 

Get your best price then come to me and I'll work hard 
to beat your best offer. Full time dealer for 20 years. 

• Bullion Gold & Silver • Complete Jewelry Dept. 

• Coin Supplies * Appraisals 


Buying MS63-67 


• Commems 

• Morgan $ 

• Peace $ 

• Walkers 

• Type coins 
BU & Proof 

• Rare Gold 


Store Hours: 


• Authorized submission center for PCGS & NGC 

BRUCE BRETON & CO. 

AMHERST STREET MALL • 427 AMHERST ST. • NASHUA, NH 03063 


Mon-Fri 9:30-5 
Sat 9:30-2 

603-882-2050 

1-800-320-2050 


Member: ANA (25 yrs), FUN, ICTA, PCGS, NGC, Life member NHNA & MNA 



